JAMES H. CLEVERLEY.

That the life history of James H. Cleverley is a record of success is%

due to the persistent effort and intelligently directed industry which he hasg#
displayed through the years of his connection with agricultural iﬂterest@'
of Story county. Born in Allamakee county, Iowa, on the 13th of July @8

families of central Iowa, his parents being Jonathan and Elizabeth i
(Owen) Cleverley, the former a native of London and the latter of Cov-ig

metropolis on the 12th of April, 1836, i1s a son of William and Ann
ett) Cleverley. The mother passed away in England and later the fatherg ¢

followmg his arrival he began working in a lumberyard. Later he wa"
engaged in a mill for a while and then began lumbering in the woods,
together being connected with ‘the lumber business for seven years. . Inj
1854 he came west to Iowa, locating in Allamakee county, and was the;_-
variously occupied for some time, giving his attention principally, how-§
ever, to farming. In 1859 he purchased a farm of: eighty acres, upon
which he made his home until 1876, in which year he removed to _Taspe
county, there investing in one hundred and sixty acres, which tract is still§

in his possession. This remained his home until 1906, when he withdrew
from active work and became a resident of Collins, where he is now living
in well earned retirement. That he was ambitious, industrious and perg

severing and possessed good business ability is indicated by the fact r"f' T

when he first came to this country he began working for one dollar pef
week, while his father reccived seventy-five cents per day, the combined
sum going for the support of the family. Today he is numbered among
the most substantial and well-to-do men of Collins, having acquired:
competency which makes it possible for him to enjoy all of the comfors
and many of the luxuries of life. He is one of the prominent and
tial men of the community in which he lives and gives stalwart support;t
fifirepublican party although he has never sought nor desired public office.

T s'h.' however been a leader in Masonic circles in Maxwell, bemg con-
_!',the best posted Mason in this sectlon of the state He 1s also one
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--_‘;' ** however, until three years later.

james H. Cleverley whose name introduces this review, was reared in
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s?gparents home, no event of special importance coming to vary the rou-

n"c' of life for him during the period of his boyhood and youth. In the
ubhc schools he acquired a good education, passing throughout consecu-

1871, he 1s a representative of one of the well known and highly honored § | ?P'grades fo his graduation from the Collins high school in due course of

He .remained under the parental roof until attaining his majority,

ﬁen he laid the foundation for a happy home of his own by his mar-

_ e g 4 fniage, on the 4th of Novemb 894, to Miss Orlena A. Crabb, of Colli
entry, England. Jonathan Cleverley, whose birth occurred in the world’sg ag £ e e e e

he is a daughter of Vincent and Hester (Wells) Crabb, who came to

tory county from Indiana in 1877. The father was a veteran of the

1'.r1l war and passed away in 1879 as a result of disease contracted during
The mother still survives and makes her home in
“HIHS

-='After his marriage James H. Cleverley started out independently in
e‘busmess world, engaging in farming in Jasper county as a renter for
| At the end of that period he purchased a farm of one hun-
f;d. and twenty acres on section 24, Indian Creek township, known as the

Id' Strlckler farm. That remained the scene of his business activity for

nur years, when he purchased the Andrew J. Marshall place, upon which
When it came into his possession it consisted of
0 e ‘hundred and sixty acres constituting the northwest quarter of section
3, Tndian Creek township. He did not dispose of his property on section,
In 1906 he became the owner of
hty acres adjoining his place, so that his farm now consists of two hun-:
ed and forty acres. Under his direction it has been greatly developed
h improved for he has made a careful study of agriculture, employs the
ost modern and progressive methods and, moreover, has a capacity for
jise management and sound business ability. He receives a good annual

revenue from his farm and is recognized as one of the substantial agtis
culturists of Indian Creek township.

With the passing of the years the home of Mr. and Mrs. Cleverley has
been blessed with seven children: Ruth L., Flossie M., Willard T Opzﬁ
B., Wayne H., Alice and Mlldred the famﬂy circle remaining untoucheﬁ
b}r the hard C}f death. -

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Cleverley' hzv1
been a loyal supporter of republican principles and has been an influential
and effective worker in the ranks of that party. He served for four }ear?
as assessor of Indian Creek township and is now serving as a member_tﬁ
the township board of trustees. Progressive and public-spirited in Hi
citizenship, he strongly advocates those measures and matters which have
for their object the improvement and upbuilding of the community, an
his devotion to the general good has ever remained an unquestioned fa
Whether in the discharge of public duties or in the management of prnra
business affairs he has ever been actuated by those qualities which spé'ﬁ
for good citizenship and he is held in high regard and esteem by all who
have come in contact with him.
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